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9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the data object is one of a user object, 
a group object, a policy object, a resource object, a resource group object^ a resource 
credentials object, and a list of objects. 

1 0. (Cunently amended) A method for accessing a user registry, comprising; 
receiving, in a registry adapter, a registry-independent instruction designed to 

perform an operation on a first registry: 

translating said registry-independent instruction into a registry-dependent 
instruction for a user registry associated with said registry adapter and forwarding to said 
first registry. 

issuing a registry indepond e nfe instruction to a registry adapt e r to p e rform att 
operation on the user rogistr)^; and 

r e sponsive to th e r e gi s try adaptor's oxocuting r e gistry depondont instructions to 
perform the op e ration on th e us e r r e gistr)^ receiving a result of the opcmtion. 

1 1. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the registry-independent instruction 
is a function call. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the function call is to a function in a 
dynamically-linked library (DLL). 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the function call is to a function that 
takes a structured data type as an argument, wherein the structured data type represents a 
data object within the user registry. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the function call is to a method of an 
object class in an object-oriented programming language. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the operation includes reading data 
from the user registry. 
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1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the operation includes writing data to 
the user registry. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the operation is performed with 
respect to a data object in the registry. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the data object is one of a user object, 
a group object, a policy object, a resource object, a resource group object, a resource 
credentials object, and a list of objects. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the result includes a completion 
status code. 

20. (Currentlyamended) A computer program product in a computer readable medium 
for accessing a user registry, comprising instructions for: 

in a system containing a plurality of user registries, r eceiving a registry- 
independent instruction to perform an operation on [[the]] a given user registry of said 
plurality of user registries : and 

responsive to receiving [[the]] said registry-independent instruction, executing 
sending registry-dependent instructions to perform [[the]] said operation on [[the]] said 
given user registry. 

2 1 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the registry- 
independent instruction is a function call. 

22. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21, wherein the function call is 
to a function in a dynamically-linked library (DLL). 
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23. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21, wherein the function call is 
to a function that takes a structured data type as an argument, wherein the structured data 
type represents a data object within the user registry, 

24. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21 , wherein the function call is 
to a method of an object class in an object-oriented programming language. 

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the operation 
includes reading data from the user registry. 

26. (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the operation 
includes writing data to the user registry. 

27. (Original) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the operation is 
performed with respect to a data object in the registry. 

28. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the data object is 
one of a user object, a group object, a policy object, a resource object, a resource group 
object, a resource credentials object, and a list of objects. 

29. (Currently amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for accessing a user registry, comprising instructions for: 

receiving, in a registry adapter associated with a first registry, a reRistry- 
independent instruction designed to perform an oneration on said first registry: 

translating said registry-independent instruction into a reeistrv-dependent 
instruction and sending said registry-dependent instruction to said fist registry. 

iGGuing a registry independent ingtruotion to a rogiGtry adaptor to perform an 
op e mtion on the user registry; and 

rcsponoivo to the rogiotr>^ adopter's oxoouting registry depend e nt instruotiono to 
perform th e op e ration on the user registry, recoiving a r e sult of the operation. 
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30. (Original) The computer program product of claim 29, wherein the registry- 
independent instruction is a function call. 

3 1 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the function call is 
to a function in a dynamically-linked library (DLL). 

32. (Original) The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the function call is 
to a function that takes a structured data type as an argument, wherein the structured data 
type represents a data object within the user registry. 

33. (Original) The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the function call is 
to a method of an object class in an object-oriented programming language. 

34. (Original) The computer program product of claim 29, wherein the operation 
includes reading data from the user registry. 

35. (Original) The computer program product of claim 29, wherein the operation 
includes writing data to the user registry. 

36. (Original) The computer program product of claim 29, wherein the operation is 
performed with respect to a data object in the registry. 

37. (Original) The computer program product of claim 36, wherein the data object is 
one of a user object, a group object, a policy object, a resource object, a resource group 
object, a resource credentials object, and a list of objects. 

38. (Original) The computer program product of claim 29, wherein the result includes 
a completion status code. 

39. (Currently amended) A data processing system, comprising: 
a bus system; 
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a plurality of user registries connected to said bus system; 
a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit 
includes at least one processor; 
memory; and 

a set of instructions in the memory, wherein the processing unit executes the set 
of instructions to perform the acts of: receiving a registry-independent instruction to 
perform an operation on a given u ser registry of said plurality of registries : and 

responsive to receiving [[the]] said registry-independent instruction, excouting 
sending r egistry-dependent instructions to perform [[the]] said operation on [[the]] said 
given user registry, 

40. (Currently amended) A data processing system, comprising: 
a bus system; 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit 
includes at least one processor; 

a plurality of user registries connected to said bus system: 
memory; and 

a set of instructions in the memory, wherein the processing unit executes the set 
of instructions to perform the acts of: issuing a registry-independent instruction to a 
registry adapter to perform an operation on a given user registry of said plurality of user 
registries : and 

responsive to the registry adapter's ex e outing sending r egistry-dependent 
instructions to perform the operation on the user registry, receiving a result of the 
operation. 
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